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BAOS – JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR – THE VICTORIA ROOMS

APRIL 8TH 2011 

Director – Matthew Jeans   Musical Director – Matthew

Choreographer – Lizzy Westney
I was a little worried that updating this musical to modern day and using “the rock star image” would not work. For me personally it didn’t quite work, the dialogue tends to the biblical as do the songs, and there was for me a clash of modernity with the story itself as in the bible. However this did not detract from my enjoyment of the show

This was a cast that were full of enthusiasm and electricity, they were enjoying themselves and this was felt by the audience. Congratulations to Matthew Jeans for bringing out the best in his cast. But the honours go to the choreographer, she excelled herself with a large cast using a restricted area, I think that Vicki Klein of BMYP will have to watch out as Lizzy is aiming for her crown. This show is all dancing and singing and the cast were all superb from the chorus to the lead parts  

SETTING

The setting using scaffolding and levels worked well for this type of production and made the most of the stage area, It was solidly built, although when Jesus was nailed to the cross it did seem to shake a little. This was an innovate design - Congratulations to Set designers Matthew Jeans and James Hartland and to the stage crew 
COSTUMES

These were colourful and set the scene well for the modern images that they represented – well done to the wardrobe team 
LIGHTING

This was excellent, the lighting set just the right moods for action and everyone was well lit, even the smoke machine was just enough to give the right effect, not overpowering the cast or audience as so often can happen – well done
MUSIC

I am assuming that it was a misprint in the programme where it said just “Matthew” and should have been Matt Ramplin!! The Orchestra were superb playing at just the right levels and never drowning the singers’ voices. I don’t know whether it was Guitar 1 or 2 but I loved your riffs and solo – well done Congratulations to the Orchestra and Musical Director
SOUND

This was again excellent; you could hear every spoken word and song 
CHOREOGRAPHY

This must have been hard work to move so many people around on stage and to have them all in time and together. Lizzy Westney must have been a slave driver to get the results that she did, but it was worth it, the cast looked as though they were enjoying it and the enthusiasm and electricity that the routines generated was incredible, they even managed to sing and smile, using the stage to good effect – Congratulations on all your hard work
MAKE UP

This was natural and just right for each character
THE CAST 

JESUS (Michael Griffiths)

I was not entirely convinced by Michael’s characterisation – he had the softness of Jesus, but not the raw harshness of a self absorbed rock star, it lacked charisma. The dying on the cross seemed rather rushed and lacked any conviction, where was the anger and passion against His Father. However Michael has a good stage presence, using the stage well, and he gave a strong performance in the song “Gethsemane” the anger coming through in the song, and reaching the top notes, I noticed some of the ladies in the audience had tears in their eyes, had he given the same in the rest of his performance it would have been excellent
JUDAS (Simon Vardakis)

A powerful performance of a tortured soul, this was well acted and came across as natural and never forced. Occasionally the dialogue seemed a little rushed and muffled, but otherwise a very good portrayal of this character, Simon has a good strong speaking and singing voice – well done
MARY (Emma Watkins)

This was a superb performance, Emma has good stage presence and a good strong voice, at home on the stage and her song “I don’t know how to love him” was moving and to be able to sing kneeling or sat beside Jesus and still give the same emotion and volume was excellent. Her interaction with Jesus was well played, showing us the woman who was struggling with her feelings, with what to her was an unusual emotion such as love, there was real chemistry here from Emma, although Jesus himself seemed to dismiss her most of the time. Emma is a talented actress her performance being very professional - Congratulations 
MIRIAM Georgie Coles)

Georgie has a good strong voice and interacted well with Mary, this was a natural performance, blending well with the people around her, working as part of the team – well done
SIMON ZEALOTES (Ian Brooks)

A good strong voice and an excellent dancer, he moved well on the stage, and his fall onto the platform when he was pushed caused some gasps amongst the audience, in fact one lady in front of me said” was he meant to do that, I hope he’s alright” if it was unintentional it didn’t show because Ian was up immediately and carried on . There was good interaction with the rest of the cast. Ian was always in command when speaking or singing, but he worked well as part of the team – well done
CAIPHAS (Simon Gregory)

This was a man in charge, and what a voice, I’m sure that it sent shivers down the backs of many of the ladies in the audience’ Simon is a relaxed actor, at ease on the stage yet always in command, people moved out of his way as he walked, this was a superb performance and an excellent portrayal of the character – sometimes the supporting actors stand out and this was one of those performances - congratulations 
ANNAS (Ruth Harris)

This was the personification of evil – Ruth has an excellent singing and speaking voice and this was a good characterisation, you wouldn’t want to meet this person late at night…, when she spoke or sang “evil walked in” Ruth is a natural and relaxed actress and this was a performance to be proud of – well done
HEROD (Ian Taylor)

What a brilliant part with just the right amount of “campiness” – this was not played over the top. Ian made the most of the part and a good singing voice, I love the song, with it’s sarcasm and wit all at Jesus’ expense, this was a cameo performance – well done
PILATE (Brendan Casey)

This was a man in torment, not knowing which way to turn and in the end washing his hands of the situation, and Brendan captured this “man” perfectly, a good strong voice whether singing or speaking, even when he dropped his voice the menace was still there – an excellent performance
PETER (Lee Westney)

Lee showed good support in his portrayal of Peter, and the characterisation of the man who betrayed Christ was well put over, just the right amount pain, humility and shame after his denial. Lee has a good voice and moved well on stage, and reacted well with the rest of the cast – well done

JOHN (Simon Ward)

Simon worked well with the other members of the cast, a good supporting role, and a pleasant voice – well done
THE COMPANY

This company all gave good performances, blending well with each other whether singing or dancing their voices could always be heard, they reacted well to the action on stage, making the most of any dialogue that they had, and their excellent dancing was always together and full of energy and enthusiasm, and most of all they all looked as if they were enjoying themselves - here was a team who worked well with each other, always keeping in character – Congratulations
It was obvious that the whole company, chorus and principals were enjoying themselves, they always appeared relaxed and used the stage well, there was so much energy coming from the stage you could almost feel the electricity, the enthusiasm from the cast was infectious and made the show that much more enjoyable, the audience were really swept along with it. I thoroughly enjoyed the show, and although the updating did not always work for me, it did not detract from the production itself – Congratulations to everyone in the cast, the director, musical director, choreographer and backstage crew, you all worked very hard and it was well worth it –this was pure teamwork, full of professionalism and I’ll use the word again this was -  “Excellent”
Thank you for inviting me, and for the warm welcome. I look forward to seeing your next production; let us see if you can top this one!

Tony Winstone

NODA Representative – District 13
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