A Chorus Line: Olympus Theatre
Thursday 24th July 2008
This is a Crackerjack review of A Chorus Line. Do you agree? Rate and review this event. 
Crackerjack rating: 7 / 10.

Bristol Amateur Operatic Society were hoping they had found a real summer attraction when they chose this show. There's no doubt that under Paul Dyson's thoughtful direction they've come up with a winner on stage. 
He did not forget the drama and poignancy in a show that, as its name implies, relies heavily on dance movement. 


Choreographer Lizzy Westney made expert use of her dancers pushing them to the limit but never beyond their dancing capabilities, which as a company was slightly greater than their vocal talents. 


M.D. Matthew Tilke matched her work with his unseen orchestra. Their accompaniment of Natasha Green in The Music And The Mirror and Tamar Hankinson in What I Did For Love was top class. Both girls responded fully, making them numbers to remember. 


Despite the M.D. only seeing the company via a small screen and watching them through a camera lens, the complex mix of song, dance and dialogue in One, the show's big ensemble number, never slipped out of focus. The lesser known Tap Dance Combination was another example of how good the ensemble work was. 
The only real disappointment was the size of the audience which was not worthy of the production and it is to be hoped that more people will find their way to the Olympus Theatre before this highly enjoyable production closes on saturday evening. 


Gerry Parker
